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EVIL and DANGER 
or | 1 


Ulla in : Religion. "ml 


GHz St. a * ſets forth the 
22 State of Chriſtianity in the Seven 
Churches of Aa, together with _ 
u * * what was found in each that de- 
r ſerved to be approv'd, or con- 
demn'd ; the Fault that he charges upon the 
 Laodiceans, | is Lukewarmneſs. And, by placing 
it between the two other States of F Cola and 
Hot, his Meaning plainly is, that though they 
were by no Means ſufficiently careful and zea- 
lous in Religion, yet being not downright ir- 
religious, they reſted in that Zukewarm State, * 
and were under no Concern to go on and pro- 


ceed to further Advances in the Chriſtian Life. 
AO to this 0 ; the Lukewarm- 
A ff adj 
=. ler. ili. 1, 16. 1 Ties art Luxawanu, * 
ee e | 
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SE - The Foil and Dang of - 5 : 
neſs in Religion, which is ſo commonly ſeen 
among Chriſtians at this Day, is generally the 


Effect of a miſtaken Perſuaſion, That if People 


go to Church as others do, and give the com- 
mon Attention to the Buſineſs of their Stations, 
and keep themſelves from Sins of a groſs and 
Notorious Nature, and are no way hurtful or 
injurious to their Neighbours ; they, are as good 
"Chriſtians 'as they need be. By theſe, they 
\ reckon their Salvation ſufficiently provided for; 
without any Endeavour to grow better, and 
without examining their Hearts upon what Mo- 
tives and Aims they act; „Whether the Evils 
they abſtain from, and the Good they do, be 
__owing to a Senſe of Duty to God, and a View 
to a future Reward in the next World, or only 
to the Fear of Man, and the avoiding of Shame 
and Reproach in ibis : Whether, in attending 
to the Buſineſs of their Station, they a& under 


a Senſe of Duty to God, who has plac'd them in 


85 or have no higher Motive or Aim, than the 
carrying on their worldly Views: “ Whether 
they are, on all Occaſions, as ready to help 
their Neighbours, as they are fearful to Hurt 
them; and neither covet any Thing they enjoy, 


nor envy. them the Enjoyment of it: Whe- 


ther they find any Degree of Delight in attend- 
ing he publick Worſhip of God, and endeavour 
be orehand to put their Hearts into a proper 
Frame for Attention and. Edification : *_Whe- 


ther they ſatisfy themſelves, that they have a 


real 
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Taleberune, in Ragin. © 5 | 
real Nel b of Devotion, by praying in Private 


as well as in Publick : And, Whether at the 
ſame Time that they abſtain from the Sins of a 
roſs and more heinous Nature themſelves, they 
Few a ſerious Diſlike of them in others, and 
find an inward Concern at the Diſhonour that 
is done to God and his Laws. 
By theſe Teſts, e every one may judge of the 


| Progreſs: he has made in the Chriſtian Life; 


and if he find none of thoſe Things within him, 
but that he has hitherto contented himſelf with 


a bare bodily Attendance upon the publick 


Worſhip of God, and the following his daily 
Employment on other Days, and with abſtain- 
ing from the more groſs and notorious: Acts of 
Sin, and from doing any Hurt or Injury to his 
Neighbour, and has reſted finally upom theſe, 
as. the Y hole that Chriſtianity requires of him; 

ſuch an one is to conclude himſelf to be as yet 
in a very imperfect State, or, in other Vy.07%5," 
in the Number of the Lutewarm. A State, that 
is the more dangerous to the Souls of Men, as 
it is uſually accompanied with a Perſuaſion that 
they are as good as they need be, and, under 


that Perſuaſion, are not like to think of grow- 


ing better. And there is the greater Danger of 
their being led to think too favourably of their 


Condition, in an Age which affords them ſo 


many Examples of open and notorious Wicked- 
neſs of all Kinds, and of a total Neglect of the 


public N of God; with whom they 
„„ BS. 16 
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„„ . The Evil.and . of 
are more willing to compare themſelves ( hank 
ing God, that "they are not /ike other Men) 
than with thoſe about them, who have made a 
greater Proficiency in the Chriſtian Life than 
they have done. Whereas, in Truth, neither 
the one nor the other ought to be the Rule of 

Judging of our ſpiritual Condition. The anly 
Rule of that Judgment is, the Holy Scripture; 
and eſpecially, the Sate of Chriſtianity, as laid 
down by Chriſt and his Apoſt les, and delivered 

to us in the Writings of the New Teſtament; 3 
in which the. Life of a Chriſtian, in every Part 
of it, is deſcribed in ſo plain and clear a Man- 
ner, that none who reſolve to make it their 
Rule of judging, can poſſibly believe, that the 
lukewarm State, as deſcribed. above, is that 
Meaſure of Goodneſs, which the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion requires. | 


And that Chriſtians * may no o longer reſt in 


aw; State, but may fee the * 


that have led them into it, and reſolve to pro- 
ceed forward to a State which is truly Religi- 
ous; let the following Conſiderations be ſeri- 
ouſly attended to and aig to Heart. 6 = 


7 e 0 N 8 1 D E R,. 

45 That a Perſonal Preſence. in_the Chireb, 
e Attention and Devotion, is not an Aft of 
Religion, nor ſuch a Diſcharge of Duly as is at all 
| pleaſing 10 God. It is rather an Offence to him, 
4 58 Jaſtly accounted an e * to: 

aw 
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Tannen in Fel gion. — 


| draw nigh to him with our Lips, when our Heart 
i far from hin. On the contrary, the repair- - 
ing to the Place. of publick Worſhip-out of a 
Senſe of Duty, and joining ſeriouſly with the 
Congregation in the Prayers and Praiſes of the 
Church, and attending carefully to the Inſtructi- 
ons which are there deliver'd, is not only the 
Performance of a Service acceptable to God, 
but moreover it imprints upon the Mind an 
habitual Senſe of Religion; ; and this, the more 
laſting, if-it be kept alive, as it ought to be, 
by the Practice of Devotion in private. And 
doubt not but a ſerious and regular Attendance 
upon the Ordinances of God, will be bless d by 
him with ſych Supplies of Grace and Strength, 
as he ſees needful for you; tho” you are not 
 fenſible at what Times, and in what Manner, | 
they are convey d. 
2. That. the ſeveral Stations in 14 fe, to gether | 
Ez with the Duties belonging to them, are to be conſi- 
dered as God's Appointment ; and that a willing 
Acquieſcence in the Station wherein his Providence 
hath placed yon, and a diligent Attendance on the. 


Duties belonging to it as appointed by bim, is in 


the Aricteſt Senſe THE SERVING OF Gov. 


This is what the Scripture means, when it di- 


_ recs the ſeveral Offices of Life to be performed, 
Col. iii. 23. ar te the. Lord, and not unto Men. If 
the Work be done only to pleaſe Men, or from 
a Fear of their Diſpleaſure, no Service is done 
to God, nor any Reward to be expected from 
£ Vi. Bur, on the other hand; the wok it out of 

4. n : 
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Regard to God, and in 4 dutiful 88 
with his Appointment, i is not only a great Sup- 
port and:Refreſhment to the Mind under the 
moſt difficult and laborious Employments ; but, 
Which is. of far greater Moment, it turns the 
moſt common Offices of Life into Acts of Re- 
ligion. The Care that the“ Goſpel has taken, 
to inculcate the general Duty of Diligence in our 
- Stations, and to acquaint us with the particular 
Duties belonging to the chief Relations in Life, 
df FHusband and Wife, of Parents and Chil- 
dren, of Maſters and Servants ;. is a ſufficient 
| Intimation to us, how great a Part of the Chriſ- 
tian L fe conſiſts in a regular and conſcientious 
1 of thoſe Duties. And how pleaſing 
this is to God, we learn from St. Paul; who 
having particularly enumerated thoſe Relations, 
| with the Duties belonging to each, and com- 
S- manded them to be done D as to the 
| Lord, and not unto Men, immediately adds, 
S (Colo. iii. 24.) Knowing | that of the Lord ye 
Hall receive the Reward of the and . 
oe Herve. the Lord Ghrifk, 
That one main Deſig ion of G 2d, in annexing. 
particulgr Duties to the various Stations i in this Life, 
to make Trial of our Obedience in order to another, 
e are now in a State of Probalion; and the 


; great Proofs of. our Obedience to God, are, 
The purſuing the Buſineſs and W of chis 
World 


* 1 Theſf. iv. 11. 2 Tbett i iii. 11, 15 Tim. v. Is, 


et 3 
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World under à due Subordination to his Laws, 
and Submiſſion to his Will; The enjoying 
the Bleſſings of Life, under a "juſt Senſe of the 
Hand from which they. come, and of the much 
greater Bleſſings he has in Store for good Men 
in another World; and accordingly, i. The 
conducting all our worldly Affairs like thoſe 
Who are ſenſible, that it is God who. has ap- 
pointed us the Work, and that he will reward 
our diligent Attendance upon it. But when any 
one confines his Views to this World, and lives 
as if he had no Dependance upon God, nor 
regard to him in carrying on his Deſigns, and 4 
conſiders not the Connection there is between the * | 
Diſcharge of the Buſineſs of this Life, and our | 
Condition in the next; we are not to wonder, 
that in ſuch an one, the Senſe of God and 
Religion wears off apace. ; 
That as this Life is a State of Probation, 
in Se God is training us up for another; he 
e pects from us Improvements in Goodneſs of all 
| Kinds, and freſh Proofs of Obedience to bim, in 
Proportion to the Time be allows 1 us in this Werke, © 
and the Opportunities be gives in the Courſe of it. 
The want of conſidering this, is, without doubt, 
one great Cauſe of Lukewarmneſs in Religion. 
When Men think they are good enough already, 
they have no. Concern but, to keep themſelves: , 
from growing worſe ; not being ſenſible of the 
imper fett State they are in, nor conſidering that 
ahere: 1 is no ſuch thing e as a Stand in Religion. If 
| e e they 
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10 WW Eoit and Danger of _ 
= are not going forward, they are certainly 
Pans ng backward, And from hence ariſes the 
- Duty of Selt- Examination, and of comparing. 
our . with the Rules of the Goſpel, to let 
us ſee the Truth of our Condition, whether we 
are going backward or forward; and, by 
ſhewing us our Failings and Imperfections, to 
excite us to watch and pray againſt them, and 
to enter into Reſolutions of better Improvement 
for the Time to come; a Work very proper 


at all Times, but more eſpecially when we are 


to renew our Covenant with God in the ny 
„ | 
5. That there are Sins of Omiſſion, a; well as 
Sins of Commiſſion, It is not enough, that you 
do no Hurt or Injury to your Neighbour, unleſs 
you be ready to take all proper Opportunities of 
doing him good. It is not enough, that you re- 
frain frem caſting unjuſt Cenſures upon him, un- 
leſs you be ready to vindicate his good Name, 
when you hear him unjuſtly cenſured by others: 
It is not enough, that you. refrain from do- 
ing Diſhonour to God yourſelves, unleſs you 
- thew a becoming Zeal to diſcountenance it in 


= others. It is not enough, that a Magiſtrate, 


Parent or Maſter, be regular in their own 
Lives, unleſs. they exert the Authoricy which 
God has given them, to puniſh: and reſtrain Ir- 
. regularities in thoſe, whom his Providence has 
55 under their Power and Government. The 


: Commiſion ef Sin is in its $ Nacure more SD. 


„ in Religion Fa 11 
3 and tact attended with a greater Degree of 
_ Guilt, than the Omiſion of "Duty. But ſince 
the Duties of Life are the Commands of the 
ſame God who forbids the Sins; it is ſtrange - 
to ſee, with what Indifference the Omiſſions of 

Duty are looked upon by lukewarm Chriſtians, , 

and how little Senſe there is of the Guilt of for- 
| getting and neglecting them. 

6. That the Rules and Meaſures of Duty muſt 
te taken from the Word of God, and not from the 
Opinions of the World. For Inſtance ; Anger, 

7 Malice, Envy, and other Qualities of the like 
Nature, paſs: among Men for little more than 
Frailties and Infirmities; but if you look into 
the New Teſtament, you will find them rank'd 
among Sins of the moſt heinous Nature, and 
moſt inconſiſtent with the Profeſſion of a Chriſ- 
tian; and the contrary Duties of Love, and 
Meeknefs, and Forgiveneſs, recommended and 
inſiſted on, as neceſſary Parts of the Chriſtian: 
Life. Nor is it leſs dangerous to truſt to the 
Opinion of the World, concerning the CVod- 
nest of your Actions; which depends not ſo 

much upon the 3 Appearance, as upon- 


the inward Matives and Principles upon which 


vou act; and theſe- can be known to none but: 
God and your ſelf In either of theſe Cafes, if 
you take your Eſtimate from the Opinion of 


N 


, . 


the World, you run the Hazard: of being great- | 


* ee 5. 209: Nay: reckon. uu: Condition. 
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5 very gb when you are at beſt in a very im⸗ I 

perfect and lukewarm Way. - : 
| That the evil Thoughts and Intentions uf I 

the Heart, wwhen entertained, harboured, and ap- 
Proved there, have the ſame Guilt in the Account 
/ God, as if they were carried into Execution. 
He ſees every Motion of the Heart, and judges 
of Men by the Diſpoſitions and Defh, us he finds 
there. If there be firſt a willing Mind, he ac- 
cepts and'rewards according lo what a Man hath, 
and not according to what he hath not. So, by | 
ehe ſame Rule, if there be a Mind willing to - 
"bi; and only a Want of Power or Opporty- 
nity to execute, he condemns and puniſhes, as 8 
if 1 it were actually committed, . 

8. That the ftriffeſt Obſervance of one Bah 
of Duty, will not atone for the Neglect of another. 
True Religion conſiſts in a due Regard to every 
Branch of Duty, to be performed and attended 
in their proper Seaſons. The Attendance upon 
the Buſineſs. of Life will not excuſe the Neglecrt 
of God's Worſhip ; nor will the Attendance 
of God's Worſhip excuſe the Neglect of the 
Buſineſs of Life. Much leſs wilt a Zeal in one 
Branch of Duty, which happens to be agree- 

able to our Inclinations, atone for a Neglect of 
other Branches to which our Natures are more 
© averſe, Every Branch of Duty is equally com- 
manded by God, and all, as ſuch, are equally 3 
binding; and our Obedience to him is chiefly. 


ſhown in an 1 Obſervance of thoſe Duties to which 
e — 


þ 3 


be 0 


gerous or more abſurd, than to flatter one's 
| felf, that the greateſt Diligence about ſome 
Duties which God has commanded, will atone 
for the Enjoyment of Sins, which he 1 85 AS ex- 
reſly forbidden. | 

Fou will obſerve without my telling you, 
that the Deſign of what I have hitherto writ- 
ten, has been, To ſhew Lukewarm Chriſtians 

how imperfect a State they are in, and wherein 

. the Imperfections of it conſiſt: To point out 

to them the ſeveral Miſtakes about Religion 
and the Duties of it, which are apt to lead Men 
into that State, and confirm them in it: TO 
 fatisfy thoſe who are. engaged in the Cares and 
Buſineſs of the World, that they can never 

want Opportunities to ſerve God, and approve 
themſelves to him, ſince a Religious State is 
ſo far from being inconſiſtent with the ordinary 


Esgmployments of Life, that a great Part of Re- 


ligion conſiſts in a diligent and conſcientions At- 
tendance upon the Buſineſs of the Station in 
which Providence hath placed them: And, 


finally, To excite therm, ſo far as their Sta- 5 


tion and Condition will fairly admit, to a OE” 


Uſe of ſuch other Offices and Exerciſes of Re- 


ligion, publick and private, as tend to their 
ſpiritual Inprovement, and to carry them on 
: 8 85 one £ "NETS 2 PIE" to ano: ther. » 
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corrupt Natit is averſe, and an Abſtinence , 


from thoſe Sins to which it is inclined. © And 
there is not a Miſtake that is either more dan- 


© Ann) 


C 
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Ap fer their further Incouragement. to 
gu give a due Attention to the Rules I haye laid 
down agreeably to the Senſe of Scripture; les 
them reſt aſſured, that by ehtring upon the 
Courſe to which they are here directed, and 


I | | purſuing it in earneſt, they will demain no lon- 


ger in the Number of the Lukewarm, but may 
fafely conſider themſelves as true and ſincere 
Servants of God. And if they perſevere in 
that good Way, they may aſſuredly depend 
upon the Divine Aſſiſtanee in this their Religious 
Courſe, and rely upon the Merits of Chriſt for 
che Pardon of Al ſuck Sins, Failings and Im- 
rfections, as are, more or leſs, unavoidable in 
| this mortal State: Not doubting, but that they 
ſhall-be finally accepted and rewarded of God, 
according to the Degree and Meaſure of Good- 
4 neſs to which they have arrived in this Life, 
Tris is a Progreſs. in the Religious Late. 
and a ſolid Ground of Comfort both in Life 
and Death, which they may attain who are moſt 
engaged in the Affairs of this World, if they 
vill purſue them under the Direction of Religi- | 
ous Principles, and under an habitual Senſe of. 
the Fear of God. 
AND as for thaſs, to whom God has. given 


E-. greater Degrees of Leiſure from the Buſineſs of 


Life, to attend more frequently to Reading, 
Prayer, and other Exerciſes and Offices of Reli- 
gion; they muſt remember, that he will expect 

a $000 -them * * in Purity and 
| „ 
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Y Goodnels, fuitable, to the ſpecial Aduantaget and. 
3 een which he beſtow'd upon chem. 


Tuvs Fax we have treated of Loxzwanzr- 1 

Ess in Religion; and have ſhewn * What it is, 

and wherein it confiſts, What are the proper 

Means of delivering ourſelves out of that State, 
and, What are the propes Evidences of our 
being ſo delivered. 

1 Bom: tho' this is a conſiderable Progreſs; i in 
the Chriſtian Life, and places us in the Num- 

ber of God's Servants,. while we preſevere in the 

ſame good Courſe; yet we muſt always re- 
member theſe two Things : : The firſt, Thet as 

Tong as we. continue in this frait mortal State, 

- which is: our State of Trial and Exerciſe, we are 
J 'very liable to relapſe, and to loſe Ground, if 
there be not due Care, Watchfulneſs, and Re- 
ſolution on our Part, to maintain it. And the 
ſecond, That the only ſure Preſeryative againſt 

relapſing into the Ws of Lukewarmnels, is, 

à ſincere Endeavour to be growing. more and 
; more in Goodneſs. — 

I. As to the Danger of Relapling, and the 
Neceſlity of guarding againſt it; there needs 
no other Proof, than the Account which the 

Seripture and our own Experience give us of 
the general Frame and Condition ef human 

Nature, and of the manifold Temptations with 
vhich we are encompaſſed: That, in our natu- 

Ko States, chere is a * Pronenels to. 1 , and 


1 "The Evil and Dio * 
an Averſion to the Duties of 9 our 
Deſires carnal and corrupt, our Inclinations 
bent upon earthly Delights and Enjoyments, : 
and our Hearts eſtrang'd from Heaven and 
heavenly Things: That, as our Deſires are 
naturally bent upon the World; ſo the World. 
meets and gratifies thoſe inordinate Deſires with 
| a Variety of Enjoyment and Entertainments; 
| wherein the Corruptions of our own Hearts, 
and the Examples of a wicked World, are 
combining, daily and hourly; to- carry us to 
. Exceſs : That our Adverſary the Devil, a Spi- 
rit of great Cunning and Subtilty, and of im- 
placable Enmity againſt God and Man, feeds 
our Imaginations, and heightens and inflames 
our inordinate Deſires ; and ſo manages all the 
Temptations, both within and without us, as 
they may beſt ferve his own Purpoſes ; which 
are, the drawing us from our Obedience to 
= God, and making us Slaves to his own Domi- 
nion, and bringing us at laſt to that State of 


Torment and Miſery, to which he and his 


wicked Spirits are already conſigned. . St. Pau! 
. ſpeaks of the Devil (2 Cor. ii. 7.) as endeavour- 
ing by all Means poſſible to get Advantages oο,ð,/ 


„This Tempter, under the Name of Miles and 
Bnares, (2 Tim. ii. 25.) The Vehemence of his 
Aſſaults and Impreſſions, is deſeribed by him 
= under the Similitude of fery Darts, (Epbeſ. vi. 
= nt 40 and his Rage” and — in che De- 

1 


us; and he expreſſes the Art and Cunning of 


_ 


n in Relig - 9 1 y; 


ſtruction of Souls, is compared by another 
Apoſtle, (1 Pet, v. 8. ) 70 a Lyon roaring after 
bis Prey. 

Fou hence it appears, that the Condition 
of a Chriſtian in this World, when rightly 
conſidered and underſtood, is not by any Means 

a- State of Eaſe and Security, as too many 
_ Chriſtians think and make it; but a State of 
great Danger and Difficulty. And therefore 
the moſt uſual Similitude under which the Scrip- 
ture repreſents the Life of a Chriſtian, is that of 
a Warfare; as implying great Degrees, on one 
hand, of Danger and Difficulty, "and on the. 
: other hand, of Watchfulneſs and Diligence, 
and Reſolution. It ſpeaks. of a continual War 
7 within us, (Gal. v. 17.) the Fleſh lufting or ſtriv- | 
ing againft the. Spirit and the Spirit againſt the 
8 Ebb, and theſe two contrary, i. e. declared Ene- 
mies and Adverſaries one Yo be. otber ; and it 
tells us elſewhere, (Zphe/. vi. 12.) that te 
Warfare of a Chriſtian is not only againſt Fleſh * 
and Blood, but that he muſt alſo fight and 
wreſtle with Satan and his wicked Spirits; 
againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 2 orld, 
againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high Places. And 
in the whole Courſe of this Warfare, that which ' _ } 
the Scripture warns us againſt, above all other 
' Things, is Spinene/5 and Security; that we do 
not ſuffer ourſelves to be ſurprized by our ſpi- 
ritual Enemy. Watch and pray, that ye enter 
2 not 11% Ti is That is our Sayiou r's "ho - 1 8 
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who allo has taught us, as oft as we pray for 
our daily Bread, to pray that we be rot e into 
Temptalion, but delivered from the evil One, i. e. 
the Devil. —Be Sober, be Vigilant, ſays St. Peter, 
1 Epiſt. v. 8. becauſe | your Adverſary the Devil 
walketh about, ſeeking wi be may devour, And 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. xvi. 13. Watch ye, Hand faſt 
in the Faith, quit ye like Men, be ftrong : And 
the ſame Apoſtle, Phil, ii. 12. Work out your 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling, with a per- 
petual Jealouſy over yourſelves, leſt ye either 
grow ſlack and remiſs in the Work, or leave 
it at any Tinſe to be employed. in the Works 
of Sin and Satan. 
II. Tais is that habitual Care and Watchful- 
_ neſs which the Goſpel recommends and enjoins 
to Chriſtians, as 8 to ſecure their In- 


naocence againſt all Temptations within and 


without, and to finiſh their Cour with Safety 
and Succeſs. And our Sinceri in purſaing 
and carrying on this neceſfary Work, will not 
only ſhow itſelf in a conſcientious Endeavour . 
to refrain from the outward Acts of Sin, but it 
muſt alſo. appear, 1. In Watching the inward 
Motions. of the Heart, and all other Tenden- 
cies and Approaches toward Sin. Nor will it 
_ only appear in an habitual Endeavour to avoid 
Sin, and ſubdue the Mations to it; but 2, In 
a like Endeavour to be e growing in, Good- 


nels and Reli 100. 
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3 TY * ER Chriſtians have deliver*d them- 


| felves out of a State of Lukewarmneſs, and are 


 arriv'd to a ſettled? Diſpoſition and. Deſire to 


avoid Sin; their Sincerity in the Work of their 
Salvation muſt further ſhew it ſelf, in keeping | 
a diligent Watch over their Hearts, and i in la- 
bouring to reſtrain and ſuppreſs the inordinate 
Motions of them. We all of us make a ſolemn 
Promiſe to God at our Baptiſm, * That we 
will rendunce the Devil and all his Works, the 


vain Pomp and Glory of the World, with all 
covetous Deſires of the ſame, and the carnal De- 
Ares of the Fleſh, fo that we will not follow nor 
be led by them.“ And as it is the great Work 


of a Chriſtian), while God continues him in this 
World, to make good that Promiſe, and there- 
by to keep himſelf in conſtant Covenant with 
-God, ſo is it a Work that requires great Watch- 
Wo” and Application, abundantly enough to 


employ all the Zeal that human Nature i is capa- 


ble of exerting. The Devil, as he is a pow- 
erful and malicious Enemy; loi is he very ſub- 
til in the Management of his Temptations. 
At firſt, for Inſtance, the Conſciences of Men 
are apt to ſtartle at the Thoughts of very great 
Sins, and therefore he moulds and prepares their. - 
Hearts for thoſe, either by offering Sins of a 
lleſſer Size which they will ee, and ſo, by 
Degrees, corrupting and hardening their Con- 
ſciences; or elſe by Enjoyments, which ſeem 
to be innocents eee enen, 3 
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but yet have a ſecret Tendency to particufar 
Vices, and ſeldom fail to betray Men into them 
in the End. And Tince the Devil is thus cun- 
ning and ſubtil, it behoves us to beware dili- 
gently that we indulge not ourſelves, either in 
Sins that in the Eyes "of the World are account- 
ed ſmall and inconſiderable, which are always ſo 
many Steps and Preparations to greater; or in 
Diverſions and Enjoyments, which, however in- 
nocent in themſelves, we find, by our own Ex- 
perience and Obſervation, are the Means of lead- 
ing and betraying us into Sin. If Play, for In- 
ſtance, tho? with Moderation, beget Anger and 
Oaths; if Company is apt to betray us into Ex- 
ceſs; if Objects of any Kind raiſe in the Heart 
impure or inordinate Deſires; our Zeal] againſt 
Sin, muſt appear in avoiding all theſe tempting 
Occaſions and Objects, upon the ſame Prin- 
ciple, that we would avoid the Sins themſelves. 
Again, all Sin has its Birth in the Deſires and 
. of Men; and if it be taken early, 
and oppoſed there, it may be eaſily ſtifled ; © 
but being ſuffered to reſt in the Heart, and to 
work upon the Thoughts and Deſires with any 
Degree of Pleaſure and Delight, it gets head 
and is hardly to be reſiſted. And therefore our Xx 
Zeal for the Preſervation of our Innocence, 
| muſt be ſhewn, in watching the firſt Entrance 
„ of: ſuch Deſires and Imaginations into the Heart, 
and not ſuffering them'to reſt and harbour there, 
but immediately to drive them out. Add to 


"Ny that there is Ip ay Man' s Frame and 
Nature 
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Nature a ſtronger Diſpoſition to ſome Sins and 
Vioices, than to others; and every one's parti- 
cular Calling, and Manner of Life, lays him 
' open to ſome particular Temptations, as In- 

| Juſtice, Intemperance, and the hike. Which 
Diſpoſitions of Nature, and Mistortunes of 
Calling, a true Chriſtian Zeal. will mark out 
and obſerve ;. and, (ſeeing them to be their 

_ . eveakeſt Sides, where. Sin and Satan are moſt 
like ro enter) will guard them with a Care and 
Watchfulneſs proportionable to the Danger. 
Further yet; In this neceſſary Work, of op- 
poſing our inordinate Deſires, and watching a- 
+ . gainſt Temptations, our Zeal too often cools 
and abates; and being diverted by the Bu- 
ſineſs, or ſoften'd by the Diverſions of the 
World, we are apt to grow ſlack and remiſs in 
3 ſpiritual Warfare; and therefore there is 
great Need to enliven our Zeal, and to nouriſn 
the Flame, by frequent Remembrances of our 
Danger, and by repeated Vows and Reſolu- 
tions to hold faſt our x Aa and to conti- | 
nue ſtedfaſt unto the End. _ 
Turxzx are the proper and neceſſary Expref- 
Eons of a true Chriſtian Zeal to ſubdue Sin, 
and to maintain our Innocence; and however 
dJukewarm Chriſtians may not be ſenſible of the 
Difficulty of this Work, . becauſe they never en- 
gage in it, never ſet. themſelves to obſerve or 
reſiſt their inordinate Deſires, but comply with 
them and give them their free Courſe; yet 
1 .they, who are Chriſtians, in earneſt, do not 
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only find this a difficult Work, but a Work to 
which the Powers of Nature, in this corrupt 
State, are by no means equal; and therefore, 
in a humble Senſe of their own Weakneſs, they 
apply themſelves daily to God in Prayer, that 
he will vouchſafe het a ſufficient- Meaſure 
of his Grace to affiſt and ſupport them in the 
ſpiritual Combat, or, in the Words of the 
- Apoſtle, (1 Cor. x. 13.) That he will not ſuffer 
them to be tempted above that they are able, but 
will with the Temptation make a Way 70 Nun, 5 
tat they may be able to bear it. | 
_ Secondly, ArrER Chriſtians have in e 
renounc'd Sin, and by their own Endeavours 
and the Grace of God have fortified themſelves 
againſt the Temptations to it; that which muſt 
give them a full Proof of eit Sincerity in the 
Work of their Salvation, and at the ſame Time 
"an effectual Security againſt Relapfng 3 is, an 


5 habitaal Deſire and Endeavour to be growing 


in Goodneſs and Religion. For this is one 
Sreat End of ſubduing the Habits of Sin, TOD 

make way for the. Habits of Goodneſs ;, that 
when the Heart is in good Meaſure clear'd from 
the Roots of Wickedneſs, the Seeds of Piety 
and Religion may thrive and flouriſh in it; or 
in Other Words, that thoſe Temptations which 
have hitherto had the greateſt Power over us, 
boſing their Strength, and growing every Day 
. weaker, we may go on with greater Delight 
and Stedfaſtneſs in a daily Practice of the Chrif- 
tian i 5 ol Tele and e 3 I 
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and Submiſſion to the divine Will; Meekneſs 
and Humility; Temperance and Chaſtity; and 


the like; frequently examining our Hearts, to 7 


ſatisfy ourſelves how the Chriſtian Graces thrive 
there, and deſiring above all things to ſee them 
ſtill growing, and to be cultivating them dili- 
gently for that End, and improving them more 
and more into ſettled and confirmed Habits, as: 
long as it ſhall pleaſe God. to continue us in this 
World. For as the great Benefit of Life, is 
the Opportunity it gives Men, of approving 
themſelves more and more to God by a Courſe 
of Obedience, and of growing to greater De- 
_ . grees of Perfection in Goodneſs, in order to 
greater Degrees of Glory in the next World; 
ſo it ought to be every Man's great Care, that 
Religion keep Pace with Life, and that his 
Growth and Improvement in Goodneſs bear 
ſome Proportion to the Time and Opportunity 
that God gives. And this Growth and Im- 
Pprovement, in Oppoſition to Lukewarmneſs in 
Keligion, is not a voluntary Exerciſe of Zeal in 
this or that e Perſon, but what is ex- 
pet ones of every Chriſtian; as a neceſlary 
Duty of the Chriſtian Life. Beware, ſays St. 
Peter (2 Pet. iii. 17, 18.) Beware, leſt being 
lied away with the Error of the Wicked, ye fall 
From your own Stedfaſtneſs ;, but grow in Grace, 
and in the. Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
ö 4 efus Cbriſt: And St. Paul, (2 Cor. vii. 1.) | 
Let us cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs of the © 
Hue and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the * of 
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with ſuch Speed and Quick neſs, that ye may ob- 


neſs in your Chriſtian Courſe : And he tells us, 


corrupt State ever can do) yet he preſſed towards 


could to the higheſt Perfection of the Chriſtian 
Life, and that for the Prize Y rhe 23 of Calling | 


of God in Chrift Zeſus. 


Ged. And it is this Progreſs in Religion, and 


dur Zeal and A#ivity in it, that the ſame Apo- 
ſtle means, when he compares the Courſe of 


a Chriſtian to a Race. So run, ſays he, that 1s, 
taim and not fall ſhort of Heaven, by Slow- 


(Phil. iil. v. 12.) that tho' he had not already 
attained to Perfection, (which no Man in this 


the Mark, he laboured to come as near as he 


Ax p what St. Paul did in this Caſe, every 


_ Chriſtian ought to be daily doing; that is, go- 


ing on nearer and nearer to Perfection; giving 


all Diligence, not only to grow in this or that 
. Particular Grace, but to be making an entire 
and uniform Progreſs and Improvement in all 
the Duties of the Chriſtian Life: That ſo, they 
may be ſecure againſt relapſing into a ſinful or 
lukewarm State, and in no Danger of being 
declared at the laſt Day, barren ang unfruitful in 
' the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 


as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ; and, above all, That they 
may not fail of that exceeding great Reward, 
*which God has promiſed to all thoſe, who are 
thus careful to walk in his 2 8585 0 to 325 
ſevere therein unto the ä 9 


